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The church as a healthy organization 
 
It is important that the church has all its organizational affairs in order. This means that the 
church itself follows the rules of the established statutes. But it also means that regular 
meetings are held and that minutes are recorded. The recording of meetings means, among 
other things, the following: 

- That the minutes show that there is joint agreement in all decisions that are made. 

- That the organizational culture and structure are in balanced relationship to each other. 

It is also important that the church as an organization is transparent. For example, the 
church should use a website or social media platform from which the activities and goals of 
the church are communicated. For ease of doing business with external parties such as 
banks, it is also important that the church is registered at the KVK (the Chamber of 
Commerce). Soon the WBTR (see the article at our website registered at ‘actualities’) will 
strictly monitor churches that have established themselves under the legal form of a 
foundation for transparency. 

Apart from the fact that authorities must be able to check through the transparency of the 
church that its activities are not against the law and public policy, the church is also liable for 
certain things. For example, it is important that if a church works with volunteers, it complies 
with codes of conduct, protocols, etc. Churches can insure themselves against these 
liabilities. Further explanation on which insurances apply to you as a church can be found in 
the article about insurances.  

Furthermore, every legal entity with ANBI status in the Netherlands must keep financial 
records and make these available for inspection. Churches often fall under the conditions 
that apply for ANBI status. To check whether your church meets all the criteria for an ANBI, 
you can read them in the article about ANBI.  

The above-mentioned points are relevant in case you need to go to the bank for a loan, but 
also because the importance of a good organization is laid down in laws and regulations. 

 


