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No single migrant church is exactly the same as another. This is true even if 
they live in the same city, are of the same denomination and share the same 
language. In her PhD thesis, which bears the title More than Conquerors, 
Dr. Regien Smit compares two Portuguese-speaking Pentecostal churches 
based in Rotterdam. Hans Visser mentions some interesting differences.
 
We were blessed to celebrate the 15th anniversary of SKIN on the 13th 
of October. The celebration-motto was: ‘United in Christ, Celebrating 
Diversity!’  Our core values were expressed in a program that showed great 
diversity. We are grateful for the enthusiastic response to the invitation 
to celebrate and we enjoyed a large attendance. This made the event in 
Amsterdam Zuid-Oost truly remarkable. 

In the past 15 years, SKIN has had much to be thankful for. Many volunteers 
have made our organization what it is today. One of those volunteers is 
Gerard van’t Spijker. This will be the last magazine that he will contribute to 
as a voluntary editor. We will miss you, Gerard! We also thank Cees Pen for 
the translations that he has completed. The English text of SKIN Magazine is 
being appreciated by many readers. In Toronto, Canada, Bethany Osborne 
did the editing of the English texts of the magazines that were published this 
year. The staff is thankful for the dedication of these volunteers.

At the time of the publication of this magazine, many of us will be making 
preparations for the new year. If we focus on the fading economy with all its 
troubling consequences, we may be easily discouraged. But there is always 
hope. For this, we turn to the story of pastor Ola and his wife Rudsela 
Asubiaro, who try to reach out to their neighbours. 

“If you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the oppressed,
then your light will rise in the darkness.
The Lord will guide you always;
He will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land
and will strengthen your frame.” (Isaiah 58,10-11)

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a blessed 2013. 

The editors

From the Editorial Staff 
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From the coordinator
Anmar Hayali

It has been a while since I have shared my personal experiences 
with you. In the meantime I have had a lot of impressions. I realise 
that God blessed me with the opportunity to get to know brothers 
and sisters in Christ from all over the world. I would like to share 
with you a few blessed meetings and unforgettable impressions.      

Our daughter organisation SKIN-
Rotterdam celebrated its five year 
anniversary on the 3rd of November. 
Our chairperson Rev. Rhoïnde 
Mijnals-Doth and I attended this 
celebration to congratulate SKIN-
Rotterdam with this milestone. 
First of all, I’m grateful to God for 
His work in and through SKIN-
Rotterdam. Secondly, I would like 
to thank Rev. Robert Calvert for his 
vision and perseverance to start, 
together with other pastors, this 
vital foundation. To all the member 
churches, board and management 

of SKIN-Rotterdam I say: many 
thanks and congratulations!

An indispensable and the most 
fascinating aspect of my work is 
visiting the diverse international 
churches in our country. These visits 
are the richest source of insight for 
me into the experiences of specific 
population groups. I consider the 
trust of my brothers and sisters 
who share their life stories with me 
a gift from God. It is a privilege to 
have the opportunity to listen to 
the blessings and challenges they 

Meeting with pastors of the Moravian Church
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experience. I always experience this 
mutual sharing of joy and sorrow as 
encouraging and constructive.

My world trip in our country 
continues. On the 1st of July, I 
visited our member church Jiewan 
Jyotie, a vital Hindi Christian 
community which has its roots in 
India and Surinam and is engaged in 
mission work, in these countries as 
well as in The Netherlands.
 
The next Sunday, I had a heart-
warming meeting with two African 
faith communities in The Hague: 
the Wesley Methodist Church, a 
predominantly Ghanaian community, 
and our member church Eglise 
CEPAC Philadelphia Swahili, of 
which most of the members come 
from Congo. Although these two 
communities show clear differences 
in culture and church tradition, I 
saw that they acknowledge and 
recognise each other as fellow 
members of the Body of Christ and 
share the same building.
    
On the 29th of July, I had an 
unforgettable experience during the 
holy mass of the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Tewahedo Church in Rotterdam. 
What an experience of awe and 
being aware of God’s holiness! I was 
glad to hear that the community 
has purchased its current church 
building.
  
After having met diverse African 
communities, I continued my journey 

to ‘Asia in our country’. On Sunday 
the 5th of August, I gave all my 
attention to the Chinese Christian 
community by getting acquainted 
with the Chinese Evangelical 
Church Faith, Hope and Love in 
The Hague and visiting the youth 
service of the Chinese Christian 
Community in Rotterdam. The last 
one is an excellent example of the 
internationalisation brought about 
by the youth within several Christian 
communities. 
     
My meeting with the Gereja Kristen 
Indonesia Nederland and the 
Japanese Christian Fellowship 
Church in the Pauluskerk in 
Amstelveen on the 12th of August, 
made me realise even more how 
essential the emphasis on the own 
fellowship in Christ is, which also 
takes form in the intensive meetings 
and generous meals after the church 
services.
  
At the invitation of the pastors of 
the Moravian Church, I visited their 
meeting on the 27th of September 
in Amsterdam. This instructive and 
inspiring conversation is yet another 
confirmation of the importance of 
listening to our member churches in 
order to be able to realise our ideal 
of being together Church!

The journey continues, under Gods 
leadership and guidance.

To God be all the glory!
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Pastor Seth Bempong delivers 
an inspirational exhortation 
about the aroma of unity. 

Psalm 133 is movingly read 
in Hindi by brother Jitan 
Anandkoemar. 

Member churches and partners of SKIN 
gather in the Jesus House for All Nations in 
Amsterdam South-East to thank God for His 
blessings and guidance in the previous years.

Photo report

Jubilee Celebration

Photo report

Jubilee Celebration
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After the thanksgiving service it is 
time to celebrate our fellowship 
in Christ and to worship God, in 
various languages, cultures and 
church traditions. 

Using diverse musical instruments, of course!  

Photo report

Jubilee Celebration
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5th anniversary SKIN-Rotterdam
At the celebration of the 5th anniversary of SKIN-Rotterdam on November 
3rd, City Council member Korrie Louwes noted: “We need strong citizens. 
People who can relate to each other. You are people who take up this 
challenge and show that you take responsibility for your development. 
And you show a willingness to help others achieve the same as well”. 
This, of course, is a great compliment to the Christian migrant community. 
This willingness to relate was already shown at the reception. There were 
unexpected encounters between people who would normally not meet, 
but had much to offer to each other. Representatives of churches, local 
politicians and professionals met and exchanged views and visions. The 
Board of SKIN congratulates SKIN-Rotterdam with its 5th anniversary.

Prison Chaplaincy 
The next meeting of the migrant platform for prison chaplaincy 
(migrantenplatform justitiepastoraat) is scheduled January the 26th at the 
Victory Outreach church in The Hague. On that occasion migrant churches 
will give a presentation on the role of Christian faith in social life. They will 
address questions like: What happens when sotmeone is detained? Are 
there taboos or shame involved? Will a detainee be supported by his own 
church? They will proceed with an open discussion with the attendants. 
Furthermore, the latest developments in prison chaplaincy will be shared 
The meeting is open to everyone who is interested.

Churches for Churches
It is expected that about 1.200 church buildings will close in the 
coming decade. At the same time, there tends to be an urgent need for 
accommodation among migrant churches. To address these problems, a 
project group was composed, initiated by rev. Rens Schalkwijk and Cynthia 
Ortega-Martijn, a former member of the Parliament. SKIN is also involved in 
this group. The project group decided to give its ambition a concrete form: 
to find an ecclesiastical use for closed church buildings. The official start of 
the foundation ‘Churches for churches’ is planned on the first of January, 
2013. The foundation will support SKIN in its search for suitable church 
accommodation for its members churches.  

Biblical hospitality
The publication ‘Bijbelse gastvrijheid in de kerk; grensoverschrijdend!’ (Biblical 

Topics and Information
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hospitality in the church; crossing boundaries!) investigated the hospitality 
shown by native Dutch churches to non-western Christians. Two students 
from the Christelijke Hogeschool Ede (Ede Christian University of Applied 
Sciences) describe the experiences of nine Christian migrants, who have 
visited several indigenous native Dutch churches. To hear more of their 
conclusions and recommendations to churches, or to purchase the complete 
report visit www.crossculturalimpact.nl.

Choosing unity
More than 3000 people 
visited the conference ‘Wij 
kiezen voor eenheid’ (We 
choose unity), which took 
place on the 6th of October at 
the Malieveld in The Hague. 
Christians from diverse 
traditions, among which were 
Roman Catholic, Protestant, 
Evangelical, Pentecostal 
and representatives of native 
and migrant churches, 
all contributed to the 
programme. There were 
public confessions of guilt 
because of divisiveness, but 
also much appreciation and 
thankfulness for the diverse 
traditions and prayers. It was 
a celebration of unity and 
diversity.  

Geredja Indjili Maluku 
(GIM) celebrates 60th 
anniversary
On the 24th of November 
the GIM celebrated its 60th 
anniversary in Drachten. The 
theme of the celebration was 
“In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus towards 
you”. We hope to address this special anniversary in more depth in the SKIN 
magazine of June 2013.  

The chairperson of SKIN, rev. Rhoinde Mijnals-Doth during the 
concerence ‘We choose unity’
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The churchgoers of this community 
meet every Sunday at the large 
hall of the community center of 
the district of Lombardijen. Around 
75% of the visitors have an Antillean 
background, like pastor Ola’s wife, 
Rudsela Asubiaro. Other nationalities 
include Haitian, Russian, Congolese 
and Dutch.
 
Pastor Ola: “We thank God for 
bringing us this far, it is by His 
strength.” The Sunday service is 
but a small part of the activities of 
Glorious Chapel International. Every 
Wednesday there is a Bible study, 
and there are prayer meetings on a 
monthly basis. In addition to these 
regular meetings, there are always 
opportunities for people to talk with 
the minister or with other members 
on an informal basis. If necessary, 
people will be connected with the 
appropriate organizations or social 
workers.

Food, clothing and more
The church has a large impact 
in Lombardijen. More and more 
families are using the local food 
bank, which is maintained and 
staffed by pastor Ola and several 

dedicated volunteers. He uses his 
white van to distribute food to those 
who are unable to come and take it 
themselves – the ill or handicapped. 
He also serves soup to homeless 
people. Ola: “There is much need in 
this area. People are discouraged, 
young people see no other way out 
of poverty but crime. I am trying to 
make contact with these people.” 

Youth
Pastor Ola is available for 
consultation on a daily basis in his 
small office in the community center. 
The church organizes a support 
group for children in order to help 
them organize their homework. 
And finally there is a ‘kidzclub’ and 
womens’ support organization. 
“It is not easy, but God promised 
He will not forsake us,” pastor Ola 
concludes. There are plans for 
the community center to be sold. 
“We would really like to buy it. We 
employ so many activities in this 
location.”

Involvement in SKIN
Pastor Ola feels the church is 
blessed by its membership of 
SKIN: “I am glad we are involved in 

International church in Lombardijen 
celebrates its tenth anniversary 
Francisca Folkertsma

The 10th anniversary of the Glorious Chapel International (GCI) 
Rotterdam was celebrated by a thanksgiving-service on the 6th of 
October. I interviewed the Nigerian pastor Ola Asubiaro. 
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SKIN. SKIN brings people together. 
Because of our involvement, we 
have become more visible. If 
everyone contributes, SKIN will 

remain strong and we can speak out 
in public, also when presenting our 
contribution and challenges to the 
(local) government.” 
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Making migrant churches 
visible in Zwolle 
Jan Scholten

In our survey on the development of international and migrant 
churches in the different cities in The Netherlands, we focus this 
time on the city of Zwolle. Jan Scholten gives a brief account of 
what is going on there. 

In the city of Zwolle, migrant 
churches were barely visible to the 
public. Perhaps some people had 
an idea of the presence of Moluccan 
or Indonesian churches, but that 
was all to be expected. It was 
thought that most migrants were of 
the Islamic faith.
 
Around five years ago, Dr. Lútzen 
Miedema – diaconal minister from 
the Protestantse Gemeente Zwolle 
(Protestant Church Zwolle) – started 
to investigate how many migrant 
churches there really were. He 
expected to find many…he found 
thirty-one of them!
 
We know from experience 
that Christian migrants in the 
Netherlands cluster around ethnic 
or language groups. This is also 
true in Zwolle. Denominations 
from South and Middle America 
were present, as well as the 
Moravian Church (Evangelische 
Broedergemeente) and a Caribbean 
group. Africans were organized in 
English, French and Portuguese 
speaking groups. From the Middle 
East, Iranian and Iraqi groups were 

known. Vietnamese, Philippine and 
Chinese churches complement the 
list. The diversity of the churches is 
comparable to churches found in 
the urban areas in Western Holland, 
only the size of the groups is smaller.
 
Just as everywhere else, most of 
the migrant churches in Zwolle have 
housing problems. It is hard to find 
affordable space for the Sunday 
gatherings, and where to find room 
for activities during the week? These 
weekly activities are very important 
to migrant churches, because they 
are invaluable to support, educate 
and encourage their members in 
both spiritual and social matters.
 
In Zwolle, things seem to turn 
for the better. Miedema and 
Jan Scholten stimulated the 
Protestantse Gemeente Zwolle 
to consider several initiatives to 
support migrant churches. Some 
migrant churches found a meeting 
place in protestant churches, but it 
is important to increase the sense 
of hospitality within the Protestant 
Church of Zwolle. The Protestant 
Church in the Netherlands (PKN) 
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recently held a seminar for 
members of the ‘Consultation and 
Exchange of the Large Cities’, the 
so called Beraad Grote Steden. 
One of the conclusions was that 
housing migrant churches might 
be a solution to the vacancy and 
consequent sale of protestant 
church buildings.
 
It has become clear in Zwolle that 
migrant churches are strongly 
oriented to diaconal activities, 
without using the same terminology. 
This is the reason that the Diaconal 
Platform Zwolle (Diaconaal Platform 
Zwolle) is trying to get migrant 

churches involved in its platform. 
This is a slow process, for there 
are many cultural differences. The 
Roman-Catholic parish has focused 
its attention on the Roman-Catholic 
communities from Asia and South 
America.
 
Slowly but steadily, migrant 
churches are becoming visible to 
native churches in Zwolle. Visibility 
is only the first step in the process 
of meeting, acknowledging, trusting 
and supporting each other, so that 
everyone can praise the Lord in his 
or her own language and by way of 
his or her own culture. 

The choir of PERKI Zwolle
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In 2012, theologian Regien Smit 
defended her doctoral dissertation 
at the Faculty of Social Sciences 
of Amsterdam Free University. She 
is a minister of the Assemblies 
of God (Verenigde Pinkster- en 
Evangeliegemeenten, VPE) and now 
works as a prison chaplain. Her field 
of research was two Portuguese-
speaking Pentecostal churches in 
Rotterdam. 

In both churches – how special! – 
a native Dutch man or a woman 
plays an important role. The founder 
and apostle of Igreja Maná, Jorge 
Tadeu, is married to a native Dutch 
woman. This church is spread 
over several continents and is 
especially present in Angola, with 
its center in Lisbon. The husband 
of Elisabete Berens, the founder of 
Calvary Christian Center, is a native 
Dutch man. In this church, both 
Brazilians and Portuguese-speaking 
Africans come together with many 
other nationalities. This church has 
contacts with the Brazilian 

More than Conquerors
Hans Visser

The Pentecostal movement in The Netherlands has become more 
multicolored by the presence of the non-western migrant churches. 
In her PhD thesis, Regien Smit compares two Portuguese-speaking 
migrant churches in Rotterdam. She also clearly highlights the 
theological differences of these Pentecostal churches and the 
different social backgrounds of the respective believers.  

Theologian Regien Smit-Bosch

Book Review
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Assembléia de Deus-church in Bela 
Horizonte.

Differences 
The pictures on the cover of the 
book, taken by Regien Smit, 
already demonstrate that these 
churches are different. In Calvary 
Christian Center, the services begin 
with prayers on bended knees, 
whereas churchgoers in Igreja Maná 
stretch out their arms in praise. 
Nevertheless the churches feel like 
one. The first chapter begins with 
a song which represents the title 
of the book in Portuguese and in 
English:

In Christ, in Christ we are more than 
conquerors
In all things we are more than 
conquerors in Christ

Dealing with the past
The chapter about the conversions 
is very fascinating. A number of 
people were interviewed about their 
conversions. In Igreja Maná, people 
do not speak any more about the 
past in Angola. They say: “Don’t 
look back and forget the past, 
but look to the future.” The violent 
context of Angola is quite different 
from the context in Brazil. In the 
(partly Brazilian) Calvary Church, 
the past is certainly discussed: the 
past can also be confessed and 
reconciled. 

Suffering and Prayer
The treatises on suffering and on 
prayer are very different in the two 
churches. For Igreja Maná, the 

spiritual struggle with the devil is 
the central point. Faith is not only a 
matter of conversion and believing in 
Jesus Christ, but also attracting new 
disciples for Christ. When you don’t 
have a life of faith, a curse rests on 
you, and illness, misfortune and 
poverty will befall you. Prayer is then 
the weapon in the struggle. 

Calvary Christian Centre teaches 
that suffering is part of daily life: 
“God brings you into the desert 
of life.” Especially in this church, 
people know prayer as a collective 
lament. Praying on bended knees is 
accompanied by weeping, especially 
by women. The author finds a 
connection with the Brazilian church, 
which in its turn was influenced by 
the Angolese people.

Authority
Authority and power is also a theme 
being examined in both churches. 
The authority of Igreja Maná is 
constructed very hierarchically. The 
training is entirely centralized by 
means of books and video tapes 
produced by the leader of the 
church. Even the weekly sermon is 
written by Tadeu and is presented 
in all the Igreja Maná congregations 
in the Netherlands, Portugal and 
Angola. The hierarchical rank 
determines the practice of life and 
of the spiritual gifts such as prayers, 
exorcism and prophesy. Calvary 
Christian Center is at first sight 
an egalitarian congregation; the 
authority is spread over different 
leaders. In the final chapter, 
individual believers within these two 
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churches are interviewed, asked the 
question about how they experience 
power, authority of the church 
leaders and their directives. This can 
sometimes cause tensions and lead 
to a rupture.

Conclusion
The study of two Pentecostal 
churches with transnational 
branches makes clear that a 
different context shows a different 
understanding of evil and sin. Also 
two churches in the same locus, 
but with different roots demonstrate 
diversity in the ways of being 
church. Why has the author chosen 
the title: ‘More than Conquerors?’ 
The author explains this as follows: 
“Although the song says that ‘we’ 
are more than conquerors, this 
collective statement does not try to 
express that both churches make up 
communities in which the members 
are considered responsible for 
each other’s victory, whereas as 
individuals they are in the middle 
of the struggle of the complexity 
of everyday life. But, the individual 
believers, whom I was allowed to 
connect with, in the context of these 
churches, definitely see themselves 
as more than conquerors. Who am I 
to contest that?’’ 

Regien Smit, More than Conquerors. 
Space, Time and Power in Two Lusophone 
Pentecostal Migrant Churches in Rotterdam, 
Academisch proefschrift VU, Amsterdam: 
Pallas Publications, 2012, 383 pages.


