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Vision of a building 

Before you start looking for a building as a church community, it is important to first look at your 
vision and mission as a church. You can translate this vision and mission into a list of criteria for 
the building you are looking for. 

To determine your identity, it is important to look at the mission and vision of your denomination. 
After all, this is the identity of your organization. 

The core of any organization is its mission. For us Christians/Churches, it is almost always the 
same: 

“Proclaiming the word of God to a lost world. Bringing people close to Jesus. This an example of 
a mission.'' 

Definition of vision: 

 The term vision refers to the desired long-term perspective of an organization. An organization 
(denomination), has a vision if it has a clear picture of the future.'' 

It is important to have a clear picture of the future before you start looking for a building. You 
should look for a building based on your vision of the future, expected growth and who you are 
as a denomination.   

An example; suppose a family consists of 2 adults and 5 children. They can't be looking for a 2-
bedroom flat, with no lift and very far from schools, can they? The first thing they do is to map 
out how many bedrooms they need, which schools they need for each child, when they expect 
the first children to leave home and then they put together a list of requirements for their future 
home. 
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It is the same with your denomination. You need to put down on paper what your vision is in 
concrete terms. Although the mission is the same for almost all churches, we often see that the 
vision is different. 

Here are some examples: 

1. A church can focus on former addicts and take 
care of them. 

a. For this church, a large sleeping area or 
several studios where people can be 
accommodated is needed. Also, a large 
kitchen needs to be installed to 
provide all residents with breakfast 
and dinner. And of course, a church 
hall and a bible study room for the 
regular services. 

 

2. Neighborhood church, vision for a certain 
district of the city, for example Amsterdam-
Noord. 

a. It is important for such a vision that the 
building is within walking distance for 
the local residents. 

b. The building should be located in the 
middle of a residential area. 

c. Plenty of room for weekday activities as 
the church also has a kind of 
neighborhood function. 
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3. Food bank for the homeless of a city, for example 
in the center of Rotterdam. 

a. Providing food for the poor and 
distributing clothes. Requirements of the 
building are, for example, that it should 
be in the center or at the place where the 
homeless are. The neighborhood must 
not experience any inconvenience. It 
must be easily accessible for visitors. 
Preferably not in the vicinity of 
government buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Regional church; a church with visitors from all 
parts of the country. This is often the case with 
new churches, for example the Eastern 
European Orthodox Churches. 

a. Building requirements; close to the 
motorway 

b. Easy to reach by public transport. 
c. Large hall for at least 300 - to 500 people. 
d. Offices 
e. Large kitchen 

 

You can see from the examples that the vision has a direct influence on the type of building you 
are looking for. A vision for sheltering the homeless directly requires sleeping quarters. Or giving 
Bible studies, directly requires classrooms. If you are considering a food bank, you need storage 
space. It helps to have a clear vision in advance. In this way, you can focus your search for a 
suitable building for your denomination. 


