
Copyright: Samen Kerk in Nederland (SKIN) – www.skinkerken.nl 
 
Auteur: Gaetan Mbwete, adviseur huisvesting.  

Searching for a space  

The digital age has made it easier for us to look for suitable buildings. In order to be of service to you 
as a church, we have made an overview below of the resources for finding a suitable building. Please 
read the document on ‘What buildings are there?'  as well to get a better idea of the different types 
of buildings. 

1. The traditional church building 
 
Most buildings in the Netherlands are sold by real estate agents. This is often the case with church 
buildings as well. Due to the structure of the main suppliers of church buildings, namely the 
Protestant Church (PKN) and the Catholic Church, each local parish/church steward can choose their 
own real estate agent/advisor. Because of this, it is not easy to say which real estate agent will have 
the most church buildings for sale. 

There are so-called church real estate agents who specialize in church real estate. It is also best to 
knock on the door of these parties to find a church building. It is also wise to have your e-mail 
address included in the real estate agent’s database. This way you are immediately informed as soon 
as a church building becomes available. Our advice is to keep an eye on www.fundainbusiness.nl. 
There is a special tab/page for religious buildings. 

General  https://www.fundainbusiness.nl/religieus/heel-nederland/ 

Spitsvastgoed https://www.spitsvastgoed.nl/ 

Reliplan https://www.reliplan.nl/ 

Kerkelijkwaardebeheer   https://kerkelijkwaardebeheer.nl/ 

KKG https://silasgroep.nl/kkg/aanbod-vastgoed/ 

RCE church buildings database 
 https://rce.webgispublisher.nl/Viewer.aspx?map=Gebedshuizen_in_NL 

 (Please note: this website does not provide insight into buildings that are for sale!) 

2. Social real estate 

Most traditional social real estate is owned by the municipality. Think of libraries, schools, reception 
centres, community centres, etc. Please read the document ‘What buildings are there’ as well to get 
a better idea of the different types of buildings. 

Municipalities often put their buildings up for sale or rent through real estate agents. So, keep a 
close eye on www.fundainbusiness.nl. Contact these real estate agents so that they know ahead of 
time that you are an interested party. Show them that you have done your homework and are 
therefore a serious partner (please read the articles 'renting checklist', 'rental process' and 'buying 
process' as well.) 

There is no general website with regard to the rental of social real estate from municipalities. 
Sometimes buildings are managed by a welfare organization or a school community and not directly 
by the municipality itself. Often there are sports halls and community centres where churches can 
have their space. Our advice is that you google with the search term 'community centres’ or 'sports 



Copyright: Samen Kerk in Nederland (SKIN) – www.skinkerken.nl 
 
Auteur: Gaetan Mbwete, adviseur huisvesting.  

halls' + the name of your municipality. These locations often have their own website where you can 
view the rental options. 

Some buildings are not classified/categorized as social real estate, but can have an (additional) social 
purpose. In the Muziekwijk in Almere, an extra religious destination has been linked to an entire 
industrial area. Get advice from an architect or real estate agent. And keep an eye on 
www.fundainbusiness.nl. 

It may occasionally happen that housing associations have buildings available. Consult your local 
housing associations for more information. 

3. Commercial real estate 

The largest group of real estate can be found on www.fundainbusiness.nl. Keep an eye on this 
website for available buildings, both for rental and purchase. By rental we mean a space that would 
be used exclusively (full-time, 24/7) by your church. For (part-time) renting in time slots, we advise 
you to look at church buildings, schools or community centres. A good local network is therefore 
crucial! 


