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Zoning Plan 

An important theme in finding the right accommodation for churches is the zoning plan. The average 
church building is often dated, too expensive or does not meet the needs of your church. The 
alternative is often a building that is not a church building. Then you have to check the destination of 
that building. The destination of a building is laid down in the zoning plan. 

Here is a brief definition of the zoning plan: 

“The zoning plan of the municipality states where building is allowed and what a building may be 
used for. The municipality makes zoning plans for all land belonging to the municipality.” (source: 
https://www.denhaag.nl/nl/in-de-stad/wonen-en-bouwen/bestemmingsplannen.htm)  

The local municipality therefore determines exactly which piece of land may be used for what. In 
principle, churches can move into buildings with a religious or social purpose without any problems. 
In buildings with a different purpose (company, office), the use of that building by a church often 
conflicts with the zoning plan. 

You will find more information about zoning plans on the website of the Ministry of Infrastructure 
and Water Management: https://www.infomil.nl/onderwerpen/ruimte/ruimtelijke/wet-
ruimtelijke/bestemmingsplan/uitleg/ 

A zoning plan consists of: 

- A plan map 

- Rules 

- An explanation 

The easiest way to check a destination/purpose is via www.ruimtelijkeplannen.nl . After entering the 
relevant address, you can see exactly what the destination is. In the larger municipalities it is 
possible to physically view it. 

The purpose of the zoning plan is to guarantee the liveability and proper layout of a city. This also 
includes churches. The municipalities are quite strict about this. It is therefore very important that 
before buying or renting a building, the destination is checked carefully (for example via SKIN or a 
befriended real estate agent or architect). 

If you buy or rent a building in the future without the proper destination, the municipality could 
deny your church access to the building. However, this does not invalidate your obligations towards 
the mortgage lender or landlord. In other words, you then have to pay for a building that you can't 
even use. This once again underlines the importance of having the correct zoning plan for your 
(future) building. 

Change in zoning plan 

The process of changing a zoning plan is complex. We recommend that you hire an expert to help 
you with this. Think of an architect or a construction consultant. An application can be submitted via 
the website omgevingsloket.nl. To be able to submit an application, your church must have E-
Recognition. This is a kind of DIGI-D (digital signature) for companies and organizations and can be 
requested via www.eherkenning.nl. Again, don't do this yourself but hire professional help. 
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Simple applications go through the regular procedure of a maximum of eight weeks. Within those 
eight weeks, the authorized authority (= the municipality) can decide to extend the term once by six 
weeks. If the municipality agrees, you will receive a so-called 'beschikking’ (order). This is a 
document in which the decision of the municipality is stated; whether or not it agrees with the 
change of destination. 

So, keep in mind when buying or renting a building that all this takes time. Make sure that you 
communicate this clearly with the seller or landlord, and do not sign a contract until the change in 
the zoning plan is ready and approved. 

https://www.omgevingsloket.nl/Zakelijk/zakelijk/home/De-
stappen?init=true#/home/Destappen/BehandelprocedureZakelijk 

 

   


